
CHRISTMAS 
DRIVE  

2020 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Support our  

annual Christmas Drive, 
benefitting children and  

families in need. You 
can support in a num-
ber of ways. Visit the 

church website for  
complete info.  

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
2350 E. Dempster Street, Des Plaines, IL  60016, (847) 827-5510 

www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 

COME AND SEE THE RISEN LORD 
  Join us each Sunday morning for Orthros/Matins between 8:30-

9:45am conducted in Greek & English. Please use this link to fol-

low this service. 

  Today is the first day of the week, an opportunity to offer the 

first fruits of your weekly labors to the Lord. Click here to make a 

‘tray’ offering. 

Proper attire is required during church services 

    SAINTS COMMEMORATED THIS WEEK 
30th: Andrew the First-Called Apostle, Froumentios Archbishop of 

Abyssina 

1st: Nahum the Prophet, Philaret the Merciful of Amnia 

2nd: Habakkuk the Prophet, Cyril of Phileus 

3rd: Zephaniah the Prophet, John Bishop and Hesychast 

4th: Barbara the Great Martyr, John the Righteous of Damascus 

5th: Savas the Sanctified, Martyr Diogenes 

AROUND THE METROPOLIS & BEYOND 
Visit the church website to read on the following: 

• His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael’s Advent Reflection 
• Archbishop Elpidophoros’ Thanksgiving Encyclical 
• Crossroad 2021 Applications 

NOVEMBER 29, 2020 
13TH SUNDAY OF LUKE 

Paramonus & 370 Martyrs,  
Nicholas Archbishop of Thessolonica 

Sunday Services:  Matins/Orthros: 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy: 9:45am 

Why Iconography?  
The vision of beauty in the icons does not please those who view  
it with elevating loveliness only aesthetically, but it trains and  
educates their souls. For God is the highest and most definitive 
Beauty, the unconfused, immaculate and unspeakable beauty  
through the ascetic beauty.  From the beauty of things, we are  
raised to the most Beautiful” (Saint Basil).  And this beauty is  

none other than the beauty of love, the divine Beauty.  

STEWARDSHIP WISDOM 
“If you help a poor person in the name of the Lord, you are 

making a gift and at the same time granting a loan. You are 

making a gift because you have no expectation of being reim-

bursed by that poor person. You are granting a loan because 

the Lord will settle the account. It is not much that the Lord 

receives by means of the poor, but He will pay a great deal on 

their behalf. ‘They who are kind to the poor lend to the 

Lord’ [Prov. 19:17]” ~ St. Basil the Great.   

FANARI WINTER CAMP: 5th-12th graders at the St. Iakovos  
Retreat Center. Jan 15-18 (Sr. GOYA) & Feb 26-Mar 1 (Jr. GOYA). 

Visit fanari.camp.winter-camp. 

Friday – December 4th  
8am Orthros 9am Divine Liturgy: ST. BARBARA THE GREAT  
   MARTYR  (Guardian Angel Chapel) 
7pm YAL Virtual Fellowship 
Saturday - December 5th 
8am Divine Liturgy: St. Savas the Sanctified  
   (Guardian Angel Chapel) 
9am Greek School 
2pm Adult Greek Language (virtual) 
6pm Great Vespers (Main Church) 

Sunday - December 6th 
8:30am Orthros 9:45am Divine Liturgy (Main Church) 
10am Divine Liturgy (Guardian Angel Chapel) 

http://www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org/parishevents?lightbox=dataItem-kh6vtrng
http://www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org/parishevents?lightbox=dataItem-kh6vtrng
http://www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org/parishevents?lightbox=dataItem-kh6vtrng
http://www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org
http://www.agesinitiatives.com/dcs/public/dcs/dcs.html
http://www.agesinitiatives.com/dcs/public/dcs/dcs.html
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/179874
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/179874
http://www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org/aroundthemetropolisandbeyond?lightbox=dataItem-khqpus59
https://www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org/aroundthemetropolisandbeyond?lightbox=dataItem-khxwqmoo
http://www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org/aroundthemetropolisandbeyond?lightbox=dataItem-khqr8wqy
http://www.fanari.camp/winter-camp
http://www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org/parishevents?lightbox=dataItem-khgqztmy1


ENTRANCE HYMN 
          
         
   Come let us worship and bow down before Christ. Son of God, who 
rose from the dead, save us who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 
RESURRECTIONAL APOLITIKION 
             
          
     

   From the heights didst Thou come down O Compassion One. And 
Thou didst submit to three-day burial that from the passions Thou 
might deliver us. O our Life and Resurrection, O Lord, glory be to 
Thee! 

FESTAL APOLITIKION 
            
            
         
          
  
   Today is the prelude of God’s good pleasure and the proclamation 
of humanity’s salvation. In the temple of God, the Virgin is presented 
openly, and in herself she announces Christ to all. Let us, then, with a 
great voice cry aloud unto her, ‘Rejoice, you are the fulfillment of the 
Creator’s dispensation. 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST APOLITIKION 
             
         
           
       
            
           
 
  The memory of the just is blessed, and the witness of the Lord shall 
be sufficient for You, O Forerunner, for You were shown forth as 
more venerable than the prophets, and found worthy to baptize in 
the waters Him, Whom You proclaimed. Therefore, You were a  
champion for the truth, and pleased to bring the good tidings, even 
to those in Hades: that God made manifest in the flesh, taking away 
the sins of the world and granting us great mercy.   

KONTAKION 
           
       
        
        

  Today the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth in an ineffable 
manner to the Word before the ages.  Rejoice, therefore, O universe, 
when you hear, and glorify with the angels and shepherds him who 
shall appear by his own will as a new babe, being God before the ag-
es. 

EPISTLE READING 
    
         
            
        
           
             
           
         
            
           
            
           
        
            
   
Ephesians 2:4-10 
Brethren, but God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespass-
es, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved), and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and 
this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of 
works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, cre-
ated in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before-
hand, that we should walk in them. 

GOSPEL READING 
    
        
            
             
            
          
          
             
            
           
           

          
           
          
           
           
            
           
           
         
Luke 18:18-27 
At that time, a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me 
good? No one is good but God alone. You know the command-
ments: ‘Do not commit adultery, do not kill, do not steal, do not 
bear false witness, honor your father and mother.’” And he said, “All 
these I have observed from my youth.” And when Jesus heard it, he 
said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and dis-
tribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow me.”  But when he heard this he became sad, for he was very 
rich.  Jesus looking at him said, “How hard it is for those who have 
riches to enter the kingdom of God!  For it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the king-
dom of God.” Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 
But he said, “What is impossible with men is possible with God.” 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Sunday – November 29th  
8:30am Orthros 9:45am Divine Liturgy (Main Church) 

10am Divine Liturgy (Guardian Angel Chapel) 

Monday – November 30th 
8am Orthros 9am Divine Liturgy: ST. ANDREW THE FIRST-   

   CALLED  (Main Church) 
Tuesday – December 1st 
7am 40-day Divine Liturgy: (Main Church) 

6pm Paraklesis to St. John the Baptist (Main Church) 

Wednesday – December 2nd  
8am Orthros 9am Divine Liturgy: ST. PORPHYRIOS OF  

   KAFSOKALYVIA   (Guardian Angel Chapel) 
5pm GSL (virtual) 

6:30pm Ellinomathea Level A2 (virtual) 

Thursday – December 3rd 
9am 40-day Divine Liturgy: (Guardian Angel Chapel) 

6:30pm Ellinomathea Level B1 (virtual) 

7pm “The Road to Christmas”- A Study on St. Athanasios’    

   writings on the Incarnation (zoom) 


