Pascha 2020

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!

Dear Faithful, ‘ ‘

In late autumn, when the Day School Principal and I had to decide about the Christmas play, I thought that it would be nice to ask
the seventh graders for their opinion. They decided to stage Dr. Seuss’s “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”. 1liked their choice,
because my ulterior motive was to teach our people to appreciate the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in the middle
of secularism and comfort.

Fast forward a few months and the Covid-19 pandemic has physically closed the doors of our schools and church, and opened a
universal virtual reality which brought into my inbox an article titled, “The Virus that stole Pascha”. I am wondering if our
seventh graders were prophetic in their choice; first the Grinch stole Christmas, now Coronavirus steals our Pascha. How unfair
and impossible, Christianity’s two major feasts both stolen, how devilish.

In the first case, we know the end of the Grinch’s story, how the people of Whoville even without their stockings, presents,
Christmas trees and roast beast, woke up Christmas Day singing and singing and singing. The Grinch “hadn’t stopped Christmas
from coming! IT CAME! Somehow or other, it came just the same... It came without ribbons... packages... boxes or bags and
the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before! Maybe Christmas does not come from the store...maybe Christmas means a
little bit more...”

In the second case, Pascha, we also know the end of the story: it is Anastasis, VICTORY'! The difference is that we see human
history from within our limited life expectancy. Since the first Pascha, Anastasis has been celebrated every year in churches, in
homes, in concentration camps. Anastasis has survived viruses and wars since Day One when “the chief priests and the elders
had assembled and taken counsel, they gave a sum of money to the soldiers and said, tell people, His disciples came by night and
stole Him away while we were asleep” (Mt 28:12-13). Therefore, the question we should ask ourselves is, would my soul survive
without Anastasis? Would I seek ways to celebrate Anastasis without being surrounded by hundreds of people, without receiving
the light, listening to the Anastasi Holy Gospel, joining thousands of voices in singing Christ is Risen? Would I thirst to do all
these traditions in my “little church at home” with my family, to take the light from my oil lamp that burns in front of the icons of
Christ, Panagia and the Saints, to give it to my family members, light the thymiato, proceed with my Bible to the entrance of my
house, in front of my main door facing east, read the Anastasi Gospel, raise my lampada and chant Christos Anesti, as loud as |
can, then crack my Paschal egg and FEAST! FEAST! FEAST! Because Christ is Risen and no virus can steal Pascha, because
Pascha is of Christ and He is not subject to decay, sickness and corruptibility.

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, “let no one fear death; for the Death of our Saviour has set us free. He has destroyed it by
enduring it...O death where is thy sting? O Hades, where is thy victory? Christ is Risen...Christ is Risen, and life is liberated...
Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of the dead; for Christ having risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of those that
have fallen asleep. To Him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen!

With love, in anticipation of Christ’s Resurrecti
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7
thanasios Minetos ohn Strubulis

Father John Rallis Father
Protopresbyter Associate Pastor Parish Council President

P.S. You will find information about all the Live-Streamed services for
Holy Week and Pascha on our church website. Also, enclosed please find your
personalized envelope for your Paschal gift toward the church.
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[aoxa 2020
Avyamnmnrot AdeAdot ev Kvolw,
To mepaouévo pOvOTwEO, kabwe ovlntovoape pe ) AtevOvvtowx tov Huepnotov ZxoAeiov yia to moto
Oeatoko £0y0 Oa magovolape T XpLotovyevva, okéPOnka va pwtrow touvg padntéc g ERdouncg Taéne va
nipotelvouv avtol to Béua v ) Xototovyevvidtikn Oeatowkn mapdotaor). ITpdtetvav va magovotdcouvv to
YVWoTo £0Y0 Tov AQ. Xovg “I'kpwvte, 0 Katepyapnc nov éxAee ta Xprotovyevva”. Mov dpeoe 1 eTttAoyn toug
Yl oképtnia mwg, entl T evkapla, Oa LAOVOA 0TOUG DEATEC Vi TV TOAYHUATIKT) ONUACIX TV
Xolotovyévvawy, oe avumagaeon pe t XA kot v KaAoéeaaor mov mEoopEQEeL 0 VY XQOVOG KOTUOG.

Davtaoteite TwEa TV EKTANET LoV, OTav HEQIKOUS Uves aQydTeQa, €& artiag g mavdnuiag tov kogwvolov,
oL TOPTEG TOL OXOAELOL Kol TNG eKKANOLAG €kAeloav, Kot AVoLEe pia AAAT) TAYKOOULX ELKOVIKY

TIOAY LATIKOTNTA, KAL ETIETE OTA X£0WX OV éva apBo pe tov TitAo “O Iog mov éxAee to ITdoxa”! Tt adun kat
amt@avn ovuntwor), okéPTnra...OLdVo peydAes Yo00Tég TG Xolotiavoovvng Kat “ekAdnnoav” kot ot dvo..!
Lanv mowrtr mepintwon, 0AoL E€Qovpe Ttwg TeAewveL 1) oTogia tov I'kgvtg tov Katepydon. OAo to xwoo, av
KA dev elyav dwoa, Kol KAATOEC KQeHAOUEVES OTO TLAKL 0UTE XOLOTOUYEVVIATIKA DEVTOX KL ParynTd,
Evmvnoav Ta XQLoTovuYevva TOayovudwvtag e OAN v kadtd tovs. O I'kowvtg “dev viknoe! Aev katadege va
OTAUATIOEL TOV €Q0XOUO TV XQLOTOVYEVVWV...XWOLG KOQOEAAES KAl TOAVTEG HE DWOA...TA XQLOTOVYEVVAX
HPOAN! Kat tote o I'koivtg okédtnire kATt Yo mewtn Gopa...0tL (0ws Tar Xplotovyevva dev €éQxovtat amd ta
nayalid...ott lowg “Xolotovyevva” onuaivel KATL meQoooteQo...”

Xan devten mepimtwon, tov Ilaoxa, maAr Eépovpe To TéAog g wotoplag: ANAXTAYXH! NIKH! Aev moémet
Aotov adeAdol, va avtipetwmiCovpe TV avOowvn lotogla péoa atd To TEQLOQLOLLEVO TRlopa TwVv 80 eTwv,
Tov etvat 1 mEoodokwpevn Lwn) Tov avOewTov. ATtd TNV XEOVIA TTOL avaoT|Onice 0 XQLoTog pag, ot dvBpwrot
ywptalovv v Avaotaot) Tov mavtov: oe exkkAnoleg, o OTTIX, AKOUT KL 08 OTEATOTIEDX OLYKEVTOWONG. A
unv Eexvape mwg ovudwva pe to EvayyéAio tov AtootdAov MatOaiov, and tnv mowtn otryur] “...kat apov
avtol cvvavtnOnkay ue Tove TPEcPUTEPOVS Kal Ekavay oVUPOVALO, EO0woaV apKETE AONUEVLA VOULO UATA OTOVG
OTPATIOTEG KAL TOVG EITAV va TIOVVE TIws oL uadntéc tov npbav tn voxTa xat tov ékdeay evw avtol
Kotpovrovoav”.

Enopévwg adeAdot, avtd mov mpémel va okePTovpe etvatl g Oa k&vovpe GEToc AVAOTAOT XWOIS Vo T Le
otV ekkAnoia... [Toémet va avalntoovpe T1o0T0US vax aloBaavOoUHE KAl VA YIOQTAOOLUE TNV AvAoTaot),
Xwolc va elpaote avapeoa o mAN00oc avOownwv, Xwols va tagovpe 1o Ayto Pwg, Xwols v akovoov e TO
Avaotaoipo EvayyéAio kat xwols va paAdovpe pall pe xAukdeg aAdovg avOowmovg to “Xototdg Avéorn.”
Agarye Oa dupdeL 1) Puxr) HAS VA KAVEL OAES AVTES TIG TTAQADOTELS 0T “Uikr) Kat olikov exkAnoia” dnAadr) oto
omitt pag; Na TANOLAOOLE e TNV OKOYEVELX HAG KAt Vo Ttdovpe T Aylo Pwg amod to kavtiAL tov Gpéyyet
UTIQO0TA Ota ekoviopata Tov Xeotov, g Iavayiag kat twv Aylwv, va 1o dwoovue 0 £€vag otov AAAO, va
avaovpe to Oupatd kot va Aiavicovpe, va yovpe 0TV €£@OTOQTA TOL OTUTIOV KAl KOLTWVTAG TNV AVATOAT)
va duxPaoovue to Avaotaotpo EvayyéAlo, va vipwoovue Tig Aaumadeg pag kat va paAovpe 1o XoLotog
Avéotn), pe 0AnN T dvvaun TS KAQOLAS Hag, va toovykploovue ta IaoxaAva avyd kat va mavnyveloovpe!
Na yoptaoovpe yiatt o0 XoLotog avaotOnke kat viknoe tnv aQwotix, kat tn ¢pOood!

Avyanmrot ev Xolotw adeAdotl, “kavévag va unv popdtat tov Oavato yixti o Oavartog tov Kvplov kat Xwtrjon
uag, pac eAevbéowoe amnod tov Oavato kat ) pooga. 't av kat o Lwtrjoag pag koatr)onke and tov Odvaro,
teAkd tov e€adavioe. Odvate oL eival T0 PagUakeQO kKevTOl oov; Oavate 1oL elvaln vikn cov; AvaotOnke
0 Xootog kat n Lwn avtoL Pactdevet. Avaot)Onke o Xolotog kot dev Oa pelvel Kavévag vekpog 0To UVIUaL.
INatt pe v Avaotaon Tov o Xouotog €ytve ) agx1) NG avaotaoews OAwV 00wV éXouv kotunOet. X" Avtov
avrkeL 1 dO&a kaL N eEovoia 0TOVG ATEQAVTOVS ALWVES. ApNV.”

M daryann év Xolotq,
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1. Twdvvng PAAANg 1. ABavdoiog Mivérog Twdvvng ZroovpumovAng

ITowrtompeofitepog Edpnuéotog ITooedooc A.L.

Y.I'. O Boeite To mEdyoappa tTng MeyaAng EBdopadac kat tov Ayiov IIaoxa oto tvtegvert.
Entiong, Oa Poeite kat évav pakedo yia 1o [IaoxaAivo oag dweo otnv ekkAnoia.



