
theForerunner
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church -- Des Plaines, Illinois

November/December 2016

By Fr. Athanasios Papagiannis
Associate Pastor

One the sixth of December, the Orthodox Church 
commemorates the wonderworker and archbishop, St. 
Nicholas of Myra. St. Nicholas was born at Patara in 
Lycia towards the end of the third century, to parents 
who struggled to have children. God listened to their 
prayers and, eventually, a special child was entrusted 
to them.

It’s been said of St. Nicholas that, from infancy, he 
displayed a love of virtue and a zeal for the teachings 
of the Church. His biography even goes so far as to 
say that, as an infant, St. Nicholas would refuse his 
mother’s milk on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 As he grew older, St. Nicholas dedicated his life 
to silence, fasting and prayer. As a young man,  he 
was ordained to the Holy Priesthood by his uncle, 
Archbishop Nicholas. Years later, St. Nicholas was 
ordained a bishop as he shepherded the city of Myra. 

 As we look at the life of St. Nicholas, there are 
three important statements we can make that are appli-
cable to the Christians who live in the 21st century. 

The first statement is that St. Nicholas found great 
benefit in living in simplicity. A biographer states that 
after his parents death, St. Nicholas gave away his 
inheritance to the needy. The saint regarded himself 
merely as the steward of the goods, which belonged 

to the poor, and took particular care to keep his good 
deeds secret, so as not to lose the heavenly reward.  
This last statement is so very relevant to Orthodox 
Christians today. As we live in one of the wealthi-
est countries in the world, Christians need to remind 
themselves that human beings are stewards of salva-
tion - they have the obligation to look after those in 
need. However, good deeds are not enough, for works 
of charity can be completed, not out of love but many 
times out of pride. The life of St. Nicholas teaches us 
that we have to always evaluate our motivations for 
helping others.

On three occasions, the saint secretly left enough 
gold for the marriage portions of three maidens, whom 
their poor father intended to give up to prostitution.
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When the man eventually discovered his good deed, St. Nicholas 
made him promise to tell no one of it, as he valued his salvation.

St. Nicholas not only valued almsgiving, he also became a sancti-
fied person because he spoke with a prophetic spirit. This is an attri-
bute that Christians in America need to exhibit. When St. Nicholas 
spoke, he did not aim at telling people what they wanted to hear, but, 
like the prophets of the Old Testament, he told the people what they 
needed to hear for their salvation. In the witness of his life, we do not 
see the spirit of political correctness or tolerance that we see so preva-
lent in society today. On the contrary, we see the opposite. St. Nicho-
las spoke the truth in love and many times he faced consequences for 
it.  

We know that during the last great persecution under Diocletian 
and Maximian, St. Nicholas was thrown into prison for witnessing to 
the faith. Yet, while in prison, St. Nicholas continued to shepherd his 
flock. At the same time, among the Fathers that gathered at the First 
Ecumenical Council at Nicaea in the year 325, St. Nicholas was one of 
the leading champions of Orthodoxy. This kind man who would give 
his possessions away to the poor was not so kind with heretics, and in 
particular to Arius, whose teaching threatened to divide the Church.  

Lastly, St. Nicholas found time to detach from the world that he 
lived in. The saint became holy because he valued silence. In the hus-
tle and bustle of today’s vastly changing world, finding silence is very 
difficult. That’s because silence isn’t seen as a virtue. For Orthodox 
Christians, silence allows one to be alone with their thoughts. With 
silence comes reflection, growth and ultimately wisdom. As we live in 
a world that shuns silence, we should not be surprised that we have a 
society full of people who have not valued the spiritual life.   

Tragically, it is this loss of the spiritual life that has rewritten the 
history of this wonderful saint. Over the course of history, as his fame 
in northern Europe spread, the image of this saintly bishop began 
changing to that of a giver of gifts to children, usually done on De-
cember 6. This tragic change in image then traveled to America. As 
immigrants from the Germanic and Nordic lands settled in the United 
States, the image of St. Nicholas, or “Sinterklaas,” as he is known 
among the Dutch, slowly changed to that of “Santa Claus” with little 
tie to the spirituality of Christianity.

The call for all Orthodox Christians is to continue to honor the 
memory of St. Nicholas as he has been remembered in the Church 
over the centuries. He is more than a gift giver. His story provides a 
great spiritual benefit for all those who struggle living out the faith. 
May the example of St. Nicholas continue to inspire us as we ap-
proach the wonderful days ahead, and may his intercessions strength-
en all of us!
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“Wherever there was a fall, pride first did the work”
Our holy Fathers declare with clarity.
It keeps you from reaching you desired success.
And withholds the joy that is yours to possess.

It attacks every virtue and hides behind humility.
It knows no difference in ages and welcomes all 
ranks.
The evil one can trickle your pride with selfish de-
sires.
And you will easily forget what eternal life inspires.

A pride can take away your clothes of image and 
likeness.
And lead you to a diabolical land of his righteous-
ness.
Cleanse your mind from vain thoughts and evil dark-
ness.
And the spring of virtues will chase away the win-
ter’s bleakness.

Do not exalt yourself above all your fellow people.
And let the evil one ensnare you with faulty promis-
es.
Let the fresh water of humility purify your soul.
Because our need for God is never too small.

God rests more often upon the simple, humble, and 
meek person.
Adorn yourself with the white garment of humility.
Enter into the kingdom from which your life fell.
That is where angels and saints with heavy Father 
dwell.

Επεδίωξε η κάθε σου πράξη να γίνεται με ταπείνωση 
και διάκριση.

Απέφευγε την υπεροψία, καταφρόνηση, και 
περιφρόνηση.

Εγωισμός και αδιακρισία φέρουν φοβερούς 
πειρασμούς,

Και οδηγούν το σώμα και την ψυχή σε ανεξέλεγκτους 
εκτροχιασμούς.

Μην υποκρινεσε αγωνιζόμενος εγωιστικά με νηστιες 
και αγρυπνίες.

Απομάκρυνε το εγώ σου πριν σε οδηγήσει σε 
απελπισία.

Με ελπίδα στο Θεό αγωνισου με σθένος και 
αποφασιστικότητα.

Και η σωτηρία της ψυχής σου θα γίνει ποθητή 
πραγματικότητα.

Αξιοποίησε τα χαρίσματα που σου έχει δώσει ο Θεός.
Δείξε καλωσύνη, αγαπη, και συμπαράσταση στους 

συνανθρώπους σου.
Παρηγόρησε, βοήθησε, και παρέμεινε δίπλα στον 

περιφρονημένο αδελφό σου.
Ο ποληευσπλαχνος Θεός θα σε οδηγήσει στον 

πολυπόθητο προορισμό σου.

Απέφευγε την κρίση και κατακριση των συνανθρώπων 
σου.

Η αδιάκριτη συμπεριφορά τραυματίζει τις ευαίσθητες 
καρδιές.

Δείξε αγαπη, κατανόηση, και ταπείνωση με οδηγό την 
διάκριση.

Και τα πολύχρωμα λουλούδια της ψυχής θα δείξουν 
θαμβωτηκη άνθηση.

Παρέμεινε μακριά από ανώφελες  και άσχετες 
συζητήσεις.

Διόρθωσε τα ελαττώματα σου και κόψε τα διαβολικά 
πάθη σου.

Άνοιξε τα μάτια της αυτοκριτικής και αυτομεμψιας.
Και η χαρις του Θεού θα σου δώσει το δώρο της 

αιώνιας σωτηρίας.

Pride
By Jim Kandilas

Διάκριση 
Δημήτρης  Κάνδηλας
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  Saints celebrated in November & December
by Marguerite Gribogiannis and Mary Meletsis
Library Ministry

During the month of November and December, the Ortho-
dox Church remembers these saints.

November 1 
St Cosmos and St. Damian were brothers, who became 
interested in medicine and re-
ceived their degrees in the art of 
healing. They became Christians 
and were known as “miracle 
workers”. The Philoptochos 
Society chose to celebrate the 
founding of their organization  
with the feast day of the Saints 
Cosmos and Damian, because of 
their Christian dedication to the 
poor and the destitute. The word 
Philoptochos is a compound 
of the Greek word, philos and 
ptochos which means”friend of 
the poor”.

November 8
Syntaxis is of the Archangel Michael and the other bodiless 
powers: Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Salaphiel, Jegudiel, and 

Barachiel.   According to St. Paul, 
the Angels are ministering spirits. 
In the Heavens,they always behold 
the face of God, and serve God in 
so many ways for our benefit. On 
this day, we pray “....guarding us 
in the shelter of the wings of your 
ethereal glory, even as we fervently 
bow before you crying: deliver us 
from all danger, as Commanders of 
the Powers On High.

November 9 
St. Nectarios lived and died in 
the early part of the twentieth 
century. He started a Convent 
for Nuns on a small island 
called Aegina.  St. Nectarios is 
the Patron Saint for people who 
have heart trouble, arthritis, 
epilepsy and other sicknesses.

November 13 

St. John Chrysostom is well 
known for his revision of the 
Divine Liturgy which is cel-
ebrated almost every Sunday 
in our Church. His Easter 
sermon is still read in every 
Orthodox Church throughout 
the world on Easter Sunday.

November 21 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was 
presented to the Temple of God 
as soon as she reached the age of 
three. During this time, children 
who were dedicated to the Temple 
were given the finest education. 
The presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary is one of four im-
portant feast days of the Church 
concerning the Theotokos.

November 25 

St. Katherine was of noble birth and educated in the finest 
schools of Alexandria. She spoke several languages and 
was considered one of the greates supporters of the Chris-

tian Faith. During the reign of 
a tyrannical emperor, the saint 
was tortured for her faith. She 
finally suffered martyrdom. 
Her body was brought to 
the monastery of Mt. Sinai, 
where she is still venerated 
today. Icons of St. Katherine 
show her with the wheel upon 
which she suffered for her 
faith in Christ.
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  Saints celebrated in November & December

November 30 

Andrew is called Protokletos 
which means “the first called” be-
cause he was the first to be called 
as an Apostle of Christ.  Andrew 
had become a follower of St. 
John the Baptist and was eager to 
serve God.  Holy Tradition tells 
us he converted thousands upon 
thousands of people to Christ. St. 

Andrew suffered martyrdom when he was crucified on an 
X-shaped cross. He was 80 years old.

December 4

St. Barbara was martyred  in the 3rd 
century for professions her Christian 
faith.  In many countries, she is regarded 
as the Patron Saint against sudden death 
and also the Patron Saint of artillery men 
I the Armed Forces and of those engaged 
in hazardous occupations.

December 5

St. Savvas had a long monastic ca-
reer in the Holy Land. He was given 
the title “Consecrated.” He founded 
many monastic communities. If you 
should visit the Holy Land, be sure 
to visit the St. Savvas monastery 
where the body of the Saint Lhasa 
been preserved entirely intact since 
540A.D.

December 6

St. Nicholas is the Patron Saint of 
children. He is also considered the 
Patron Saint of travelers. He is also 
known to many as the true Santa 
Claus. (See main article on Page 1.)

December 12

St. Spyridon was called the Shepherd 
Bishop. He had a lasting friendship with 
St. Nicholas and defended the Orthodox 
faith at the first Ecumenical Council. 
His body is still well preserved on the 
island of Kerkyra in the Church of St. 
Spryridon.

December 25

Easter Sunday , the Resur-
rection of Jesus Christ is 
considered to be the greatest 
feast-day of the Church. After 
this important day,comes the 
feast-day of the Birth of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Sunday after Christmas is 
dedicated to St. Joseph, the 
protector of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and King David the 
Prophet.  We are familiar with 

the account of how a young David defeated Goliath and ad 
King David he foretold the Coming of Jesus Christ over 
900 years earlier.

December 27

St. Stephen was the first Christian 
martyr. He has been given the title, 
Protomartyr as the first person to give 
his life for his faith in Christ, when he 
was stoned to death.

Reference: Poulos, George Rev.,Lives of th Saints and 
Major Feastdays, 1974.
_



1st Midwest Hellenic Dance Festival a Success
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by Andonis Plattis 

Under the direction of Fr. Tilemahos Alikakos, 
The Metropolis of Chicago hosted the first ever Mid-
west Hellenic Dance Festival at the parishes of Saint 
Demetrios and Saint Andrew. With 87 participants for 
the dance workshops and a little under 300 people for 
the dinner dance, this was considered a huge success. 
Dance groups as far as Indiana and participants for 
the dance workshops as far as St. Louis were repre-
sented. Metropolitan Iakovos gave a beautiful speech 
about the need for these types of programs and com-
mended Fr. Tilemahos on his efforts in organizing a 
collaborative team. Anastasia Nicholas represented the 
St. John’s parish as part of the executive committee 
in spearheading the registration for the conference. 
She and I, along with the executive board, are in the 
process of planning for next year’s MHDF for October 
7-8.

The spacious community of Saint Demetrios 
(Chicago) hosted the conference and showcased two 
instructors, Jordan Elrod and Sarantos Kaperonis, 
who taught dances from the Dodecanese islands (Kos, 
Symi & Rhodes) and Evros, Thrace (Pentalofos, Oinoi 
& Metaxades), respectively. The gym of St. Andrew’s 
was transformed into a beautiful backdrop for the 
evening glendi. Endasi, the famous folkloric band, 
which features musicians from Chicago, New York, 
Atlanta and Charlotte, did a phenomenal job playing 
music from mainland Greece, Greek Islands, Pontos 
and Macedonia.

While we don’t know what the format for next 
year’s event will be (exhibition, workshops, etc), rest 
assured there will be even more participants represent-
ing the Metropolis.

A link to the website: http://www.mhdf.il.goarch.org/
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October 31st Family Fun Night
On October 31, 2016 our church family gathered together for a night of fellowship and prayer. Over 70 

people attended dinner, vespers, discussion and open play.  The evening was a Halloween alternative for the kids. 
The evening began with a tasty pizza meal, followed by vespers and a short discussion by Fr. Athanasios. He 
shared a story about St. John of Chicago who celebrates on October 31st. The night ended with open gym and 
craft for the children.



GOADS celebrates OXI Day
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Please join us in sharing thanks and a meal with others in our area. Food and other item donations are needed. 
Contact Elpida Platis at hplatis@yahoo.com for ways to contribute. Contact Marguerite Gribogiannis at mail-
4margeg@ yahoo.com or (847) 692-3480 to volunteer, or stop by the Church gym on Sundays after Liturgy. 
 
On Tuesday, November 22 from 6-8pm: we greatly need help in setting up the dining room, coats, and packing 
bags of groceries. GOYA-age children welcome to help.

Thursday, November 24: Thanksgiving Luncheon & visit nursing homes. Shifts start at 8am with Divine Litur-
gy and end between 12-2pm. Volunteers are especially needed to clean up between 1-3pm. Nursing home visits 
are for families -- children often bring much joy to the residents!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

On September 6, we had the privilege of convening a meeting of church ministry leaders.  Representatives from most of our 37 ministries – from Philoptochos and Greek School, for example – took part in the meeting to explain their missions and goals for 2016. These com-mitted stewards are demonstrating their love for Christ and His Church in their praxis, but they need our help in building up their ministries and taking them to their next levels of growth. We all can learn from what was discussed that night.
Fr. John explained the importance of consistent efforts in order to sustain spiritual growth and increase involvement. He added that all of us need to bring good things to our ministries to increase their vibrancy and effectiveness. Work in a parish never ceases, so we must invest our hearts completely. The goal of all church ministry is to lead us to worship.
Besides hearing each ministry’s goals and efforts planned for the year, leaders also learned more about the “Sponsor a Day of the Mortgage” program to cover our monthly mortgage payments. As you are approached to support this program to ensure we meet our mortgage obligations, please be open to giving according to what God has blessed you with.
And on a concluding note, we encourage everyone to explore the multitude of ministries in which to apply their God-given talents. If you are looking for a place to apply your gifts to the glory of God, we would be happy to direct you to the appropriate resource, or you can consult the church office for a list of ministries and leaders.

In Christ,
Father John Rallis
Philip Anast

2016 Ministries Letter to the Parish

Help feed the needy and distribute coats



November 6, 2016
Speach lead by the day school Principal, Mrs. Irene 

Robaidek

Σεβαστοί μας Ιερείς, αξιότιμα μέλη του διοικοιτικού 
συμβουλίου του σχολείου, αγαπητοί μας γονείς και 
μαθητές, σας καλωσορίζουμε στον ετήσιο χορό του 
σχολείου μας. Ευχαριστούμε που μας τιμήσατε με την 
παρουσία σας και ευχόμαστε να περάσουμε ευχάριστα 
μαζί.

If you were to enter the classrooms at Guardian 
Angel day school, you would most likely hear a teacher 
joyfully saying the following phrase: “That’s the Guard-
ian Angel way!”

She may be saying it in response to students who are 
following Rule #1 - Raise your hand for permission to 
speak - or let’s say showing Rule #4 - make smart choic-
es - or Rule #5 - ‘Make your dear teacher happy!”.

You may also hear students saying to one anoth-
er, “That’s the Guardian Angel way!” after noticing a 
student offering his lunch to a fellow classmate who 
forgot his at home or a student giving up her front spot in 
line to another who really wanted it or a student turning 
down a prime opportunity to get ahead on the soccer 
field because he sees a classmate has fallen hard so in-
stead he stops to make sure his teammate is ok.

I also say “That’s the Guardian Angel way!” when I 
enter a room and see students explaining to others how 
to complete a challenging math problem using kind 
language; or when one student quietly picks up all the 
fallen coats in the hallway but never draws any attention 
to herself for doing it; or when a student humbly steps 
forth to admit his or her fault in a problem situation. We 
celebrate all these things because “That’s The Guardian 
Angel way!”

Recently, I was to challenged to explain the meaning 
of this phrase. I found myself pondering the difficulty 
of that request but then I remembered a powerful Greek 
word, unique and deep in meaning, which encapsulated 
the essence of our school motto, “The Guardian Angel 
way!”

That word is “Philotimo.”
Φιλότιμο είναι το να θέλεις να προσφέρεις στην 

οικογένειά σου και στην κοινωνία. Εκφράζεται με 
πράξεις γενναιοδωρίας και αυτοθυσίας, χωρίς να 
αναμένεται τίποτα για αντάλλαγμα. 

Με άλλα λόγια, το φιλότιμο είναι η ικανοποίηση του 
να δίνεις αλλά χωρίς να παίρνεις. 

Guardian Angel Orthodox Day School Gala Speech and Interactive Student/Alumni Presentation
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Christos Karageorgis
Philotimo means doing the right thing even when no 
one’s watching.

Sotiria Klimediotis
Philotimo means giving to others without expecting 
anything back in return, to decrease my will so Christ 
may increase in me.

Michael Peroulas
Philotimo means self-sacrifice done with joy.

Athanasios Papaioannou
Philotimo means becoming a protector of the poor, the 
weak, the oppressed and the voiceless.

Nikolaos Stamatis
Philotimo means being grateful for what you have. 

Adalia VonRommel
Filotimo înseamnă a face ceea ce este drept fără a 
obține nimic în schimb, a te sacrifica pentru beneficiul 
altora. (Romanian) 

Styliani Bouloulis
Philotimo means praying for those who hurt you and 
not wishing them harm.

Melina Strubulis
Φιλότιμο είναι να κάνεις πάντα αυτό που είναι δίκαιο 
και αυτό που είναι σωστό.

Nikolas Karadimas
Philotimo means giving honor to my family, my country, 
and my heritage.

Andreas Mitrakos
Philotimo means asking forgiveness when you have hurt 
others, and forgiving the person who has offended you 
when they ask you for forgiveness.

Anyssya Hanonick
Жертвенность -значит служить ближним без 
ожидания награды. (Russian)

Angelo Karadimas
Philotimo means placing the needs of others before my 
own needs.

Nikolaos Ziabaras
Philotimo means working hard and persevering when 
times are difficult.



Guardian Angel Orthodox Day School Gala Speech and Interactive Student/Alumni Presentation

“The Guardian Angel way’ is showing philotimo to 
those around us.

Maria Grigorakos
Philotimo means being a peacemaker and not inciting 
arguments.

Monika Georgieva
Philotimo means to find value and see the image of God 
in every person you encounter.

Demastanis Nikopoulos
Philotimo means to act with meekness and humility.

Sarantis Panagopoulos
Philotimo means putting into practice ‘Loving the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind!’  Matthew 22:37

George Ralle, Class of 2014
My name is George Ralle and I am an alumnus of 
Guardian Angel currently in my freshman year at Fre-
md High School in Palatine. 
My nine wonderful years at Guardian Angel Orthodox 
Day School have taught me to love the Lord our God 
in a way that nothing else could. Saying the morning 
prayers every day, learning about our Church’s past in 
religion class, and taking the time out of school for a 
few short hours to go to church services are all rou-
tines that helped me learn how to love our God with my 
whole heart, mind and soul. In addition, this school has 
helped me go out into world and remember my values 
as an Orthodox Christian, and I’m grateful for that. 

Alexandra Nickolas, Class of 2012
My name is Alexandra Nickolas and I am an alumnus 
of Guardian Angel in my sophomore year at Glenbrook 
South in Glenview.
What I remember about my time at Guardian Angel was 
being really little and singing songs about loving God, 
and being taught how to live in the path he has set for 
us. This was the beginning of how the school helped 
me to build a strong foundation in my faith. Guardian 
Angel has made me into the person I am today. I am 
comfortable talking openly about religion or doing my 
cross in public.

    continued in next column...

(Alexandra Nikolas, continued)

     All my teachers, and especially Fr. John, have 
helped me understand what our faith means by being 
examples of someone who lives our faith all the time. It 
was a great eight years of my life and I appreciate it all 
the more now that I’ve spent a few years in the public 
schools.

Kalliopi Skoulikaris, Class of 2012
My name is Kalliopi Skoulikaris and I am an alumnus 
of Guardian Angel in my sophomore year at Glenbrook 
South in Glenview. 
As a graduate of Guardian Angel Orthodox Day School, 
I have been blessed to have had this beautiful envi-
ronment in which to learn and grow. From my days at 
Guardian Angel, I have learned how to live a Christian 
life in a secular world. Through God, I have gained 
strength to stand up for what I  believe in and have 
learned to value honesty, loyalty, and trust. Similarly, 
belief in our Orthodox faith has allowed me to find the 
positive aspects in life and embrace that which will 
hopefully help me to reach an eternal seat in His heav-
enly kingdom. 
 I have so many special memories at Guardian Angel 
but I hope you will allow me a moment to paint a pic-
ture of one of my most memorable.
One moment that I will always look upon with a smile 
happened while we were in fifth grade. Mrs. Robaidek 
was our teacher and had organized a soccer game, and 
she invited Father John to join us! Much to our amaze-
ment, that afternoon, we saw him walking towards the 
playground. In his hand he held a paper bag. As he ap-
proached, we all gathered around him, wondering what 
was in his bag. He sat on the bench and slowly reached 
in. “I have to put on my ‘super shoes’,” he said, and he 
pulled out a pair that must have been more than just a 
few years old.
That afternoon we truly witnessed a special moment, 
a moment where we realized that Father John was not 
just our parish priest, our spiritual Father or our teach-
er but a special person who loved the Lord our God so 
much, that he made it his life’s work to  spread that to 
all those who walk through the doors of our parish and 
our schools. 
Thank you, Father John, for showing us the meaning of 
true love and the true meaning of our faith. 

Continued on next page



These 3 alumni, along with the other 33 Guardian Angel alumni, are a small portion of the undeniable “proof in the 
pudding” of the positive lifelong impact an Orthodox Christian education provides its students. Glory be to God for our 
beloved school, which began as a vision.

Proverbs 18 Verse 28 says “Where there is no vision the people perish.”
20 years ago Fr. John Rallis and his Presbytera, Irene, came to us here at St. John the Baptist. At that time, and 

without a doubt still at this time, they had a vision. Their vision was that each of us, young and old, would become as 
Holy as we could by learning to “Love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and mind.” Matthew 29:18

They understood that the more we loved God, the more we acquired the Holy 
Spirit, and thus the holier each of us and thus our families would become. Holier fam-
ilies would then lead to healthier communities which would then positively impact our 
nation, and ultimately the world, resulting in greater peace, less suffering and more and 
more of humanity learning the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

They understood that this vision would be most successfully achieved if there was 
a preschool and an elementary school so, two years later, in conjunction with dedicated 
parents and staff, Guardian Angel was begun and now has over 170 children 18 years 
later.

Fr. John and Presbytera Irene, we have no worthy thanks to offer you as we cannot 
imagine the multifaceted sacrifices you offered as a family these past 20 years to help 
our families become “Holy Families.” Only the Lord knows!  

Instead we offer our indescribable gratitude!
ΑΞΙΟΣ!
And we offer our fervent prayers that you each be strengthened to continue your 

vision for years to come and, one day, be abundantly adorned in the Kingdom of Heaven 
for eternity!

ΑΞΙΟΣ!
Please continue to travel with us on our spiritual journey. Pray for us and assist us!
ΑΞΙΟΣ! ΑΞΙΟΣ! ΑΞΙΟΣ!
Fr. John and Presbytera Irene, please accept this icon of the Holy Families as a reminder of the vision which drove 

the creation of our school and which is now instilled in each of our hearts. May it serve as a source of comfort and 
strength to you both for many years to come.

Σας έχουμε πάντα στις προσευχές μας. Ευχόμαστε ο Θεός να σας έχει καλά και να σας δίνει δύναμη και υπομονή. 
Να είστε πάντα δίπλα μας, να μας στηρίζετε ώστε να ξεπερνάμε κάθε εμπόδιο για την πρόοδο του σχολείου μας.

As we prepare to celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, let’s not forget those who are less fortunate. Please support our an-
nual Christmas Drive, benefitting children and families in need.

This year, we will once again be supporting FOCUS North America.  FOCUS 
is an Orthodox Christian charity that serves the working poor and homeless in the 
United States by providing jobs, housing, and other sustainable programs that lift 
Americans out of poverty. To learn more about this organization, feel free to visit 
their website at:

www.focusnorthamerica.org
There will be someone at Greek School on Saturday mornings, as well as 

every Sunday at the coffee hour after church beginning on November 13th. We 
will provide you with the necessary information you will need to support FOCUS 
North America. You will have the option to either choose an ornament with spe-
cific items listed, or you can make a direct donation to the organization.

Please feel free to email Dimitra Karadimas at bkaradimas@sbcglobal.net 
with any questions regarding this wonderful cause.

2016 Christmas Drive takes place Nov 11 - Dec 04
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Holy Family icon



 
 

St. John the Baptist  
2016 Community Christmas Card 

 
The Philoptochos Society of St. John the Baptist once again offers you the 

opportunity to send a Community Christmas Card to your parish family! 
 

Your $25 (suggested minimum) donation for the Community Christmas Card 
goes a long way toward helping us fulfill our mission… 

 
“to aid the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the unemployed, the orphaned, 

the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters, and to offer 
assistance to anyone who may need the help of the Church through fund-raising efforts” 

 
If you would like your name included in the Christmas card, please complete the 

form below, make check payable to St. John Philoptochos Society,  
(write “Christmas Card” on memo line) and mail to: 

 

St. John the Baptist Church 
Attn: Cathy Tshilds 
2350 E. Dempster Street 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

 

All order forms must be received by Sunday, December 4, 2016 

Donation must accompany this form 
 

Please PRINT your name as you wish it to appear on the card and fill in your 
address: 
 

Name(s) As You Wish It To Appear:	______________________________________		
_______________________________________________________________________		 Address:_______________________________________________________________		
City/State/Zip:__________________________________________________________	
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Prayer List
For any prayer concern (salvation, health, em-
ployment, stress and anxieties, etc.) please send 
baptismal names only to
   stjohn@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org
We may not be able to help others materially or 
medically, but God does hear our prayers and 
always asks us to pray for each other and so build 
up the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-16).

For health and stability in the work place: Angelo, 
Chrysanthy and family, Chris, Helen, and family, 
Mary Ellen and family, James and family, Eudoxia, 
Paraskevi, Maria, Panagiotis, Hristos
For guidance: Ekaterini, Renee, John, Angela
For high blood pressure: Theodora
For peace: Maria, Karen, Ropalo, Stavroula, 
Christoforos
To let go of anger: Petros, Ioannis, Angela, John, 
Angela, Georgia, Ioannis, Evagelia
For health: Christos, Penelope, Theofani, Basilios, 
Thanasios 
For healing of an illness: Helen, Mary Ellen, 
Angeline, Mary, Bill, Katherine, George, Athanasios, 
Tom, Makrina, Eric, Scott, Veronika, Nicoletta, 
Nicholas, Helen, George, Judy, Elaine, Nicoletta, 
Anastasios, Aristidis, Mary Ellen, Mary, and Ioanna  
For spiritual edification: Michael, James, Helen, 
Cynthia, Lillian.
For spiritual guidance: Veronika, Alexander, John, 
Ioannis, Evagelia
For faith and hope: Evagelia
For good health and recovery from illness: 
Christopher 
For general well-being: Tom, Anne, Helen, Lillian, 
Katherine, Mary, Lillian, Carol, Angeline, Mary, Chris, 
Frank, Anna 
For health and well-being: Dennis, Mary, Lilly, 
Philip, Carol, Judy, Anne, and Helen, Dimitri, Georgia, 
Christina, Emily
For heart health:  Stiljan
For illness and surgery: Judy, Mary Ellen, Phillip,  
Carol, Johnny, Alexandra, Austin, Panayiota, Mary, 
Makrina, George, Judy, Mary, Joan For health: Judy, 
Anne, Chrysanthy, Helen, Mary, Iosefia, Dean and 
Helen (cancer), Sophie, Stafford, Theodora, Ekaterini
For illness and survival of world circumstances: 
Mary Ellen, Jennie, Helen, George/family, Judy, 
Christ, Mary
For forgiveness: John, Angela, Ioannis, Evagelia
For battling cancer: Stavros, Dimitri

Registry of
Sacraments

Baptisms
October 15th: Dionisios
Parents: Peter & Joanna Varon
Sponsor: Dennis & Vicki Theodorou

October 22nd: Vasiliki
Parents: John & Maria Klimediotis
Sponsors: George & Sophia Petratos

Weddings
October 8th
Leonidas Fronimas & 
                 Ifigenia Vinieratos
Sponsors: Konstantinos Georgopoulos

October 9th
Anastasios Mihalopoulos & 
                     Michelle Gramza
Sponsor: Tasos Triantafillidis

October 29th
Nicholas Lakis & Karen Ignatowski
Sponsors: Panagiota Hill
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Six Week Calendar • November 20 - December 31, 2016

Strict Fast Days Oil & Wine are permitted

8:30am Orthros
9:15am Sunday School
9:45am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)
12:00pm Philoptochos 
Lenten Sale

9th Sunday of Luke
Forefeast of the Entry

of the Theotokos
Gregory Decapolite 

November 20 November 21 November 22 November 23 November 24 November 25 November 26

November 27 November 28 November 29 November 30 December 1 December 2 December 3

December 4 December 5 December 6 December 7 December 8 December 9 December 10

December 11 December 12 December 13 December 14 December 15 December 16 December 17

December 18 December 19 December 20 December 21 December 22 December 23 December 24

December 25 December 26 December 27 December 28 December 29 December 30 December 31

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy
5:00pm Basketball Prac

Entry of the Theotokos 

9:00am 40 Day
               Divine Liturgy
9:30pm HOPE
6:30pm Greek School 
Board Meeting
7:00pm Parish Council 
Meeting
7:00pm GOYA

Philemon & Archippus 
of the 70

9:00am 40 Day
               Divine Liturgy 
5:00 pm GSL 

Amphilochius,
Bishop of Iconium   

Gregory,
Bishop of Agrigentum

8:00am 40 Day
               Divine Liturgy 

Thanksgiving Day
Our Holy Father

Clement, Pope of Rome   
Peter, Archbishop

of Alexandria

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy 
5:00pm Basketball Prac

Great Martyr Catherine 

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy
6:00pm Great Vespers

Alypius the Stylite
Nicon

8:30 am Orthros
9:15 am Sunday School
9:45 am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)

13th Sunday of Luke   
James the Great
Martyr of Persia   

Nathaniel of Nitria & 
Pinouphrios of Egypt

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy
5:00pm Basketball Prac

Stephen the New   
Irenarchos & his 

Companion Martyrs at 
Sebaste

7:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy
9:30am HOPE

Martyrs Paramonos & 
Philumenos 

Nicholas, Archbishop
of Thessolonica 

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy 
5:00pm Basketball Prac 
5:00 pm GSL
7:00 pm Metropolis 
Camp Meeting
8:00 pm Adult
              Basketball

St. Andrew
Froumentios of Abyssina

8:00am 40 Day
               Divine Liturgy

Holy Father Theocletus 
the Wonderworker

Philaret the Merciful 

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy 
5:00pm Basketball Prac 
7:00pm Iconography
Reception

St. Porphyrios
Myrope the Martyr

of Chios

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy 
9:00am Greek School
3:30pm Sisters of Faith
6:00pm Great Vespers

Theodore, Archbishop of 
Alexandria

Holy Prophet Sophonias

8:30am Orthros
9:15am Sunday School
9:45am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)
2:30pm Home Basket-
ball games

10th Sunday of Luke
Great Martyr Barbara 

New Hieromartyr 
Seraphim

8:00 am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy
5:00pm Basketball Prac

St. Savas
Holy Martyr Diogenes   

Philotheos the Righteous

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy
9:30am HOPE
7:00pm GOYA Service 
Project

St. Nicholas

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy 
5:00pm Basketball Prac
5:00pm GSL 
7:00pm Sunday School 
Staff Meeting
7:00pm Family Synaxis 
Meeting
8:00pm Adult Basketball

Righteous Father
Gerasimus

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy

Forefeast of the Concep-
tion of the Theotokos

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy 
5:00pm Basketball Prac
6:30pm Parenting Uni-
versity at St. Spyridon

The Conception by St. 
Anna of the Most Holy 

Theotokos

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy 
9:00am Greek School
11:00am Library
        Committee Meeting
5:00pm Great Vespers
6:30pm Pan-Orthodox 
Christmas Concert

Martyr Menas
& Companions 

8:30am Orthros
9:15am Sunday School
9:45am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)
Parish Council Elections
2:00pm Home Basketball 
games

11th Sunday of Luke
Daniel the Stylite of 

Constantinople

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy
5:00pm Basketball Prac

St. Spyridon
Peter the Aleut 

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy
9:30am HOPE
7:00pm Parish Council
            Meeting
7:00pm Jr. GOYA

Herman the Wonder-
worker of Alaska

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy 
5:00 pm GSL 
5:30pm GAODS School 
             Board Meeting
8:00pm Basketball Prac         
9:00pm Adult Basketball

Martyrs Thyrsus
& companions

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy
6:30pm Ethics of Tech-
nology

St. Eleutherios

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy
5:00pm Basketball Prac
6:30pm Failt&JOY 
Caroling and Potluck

Modestos, Archbishop of 
Jerusalem   

Righeous Mother Bless-
ed Empress Theophania

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy 
9:00am Greek School
11:00am Greek School 
Christmas Program
12:30pm Greek School 
Board Meeting
2:00pm BBall Games
6:00 pm Great Vespers

St. Dionysios

8:30am Orthros
9:15am Sunday School
9:45am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)
Christmas Program
Parish Council Oath of 
Office
Sunday before Nativity 

Martyrs Sebastian & 
Companions 

Michael the Confessor

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy 
5:00pm Basketball Prac

Martyr Boniface
& Companions 

Gregentius of Ethiopia 

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy 
11:00am PreSchool 
Christmas Program
7:00pm GOYA Caroling

Forefeast of the Nativity
Ignatius the God-Bearer

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy 
5:00 pm GSL 
5:30pm GSL Christmas
             Program 
8:00pm Basketball Prac         
9:00pm Adult Basketball

Forefeast of the Nativity 
Martyr Juliana
of Nicomedia 

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy 

Great Martyr Anastasia 
of Rome 

Martyrs Chrysogonus 
and Theodota 

9:00am 40 Day Divine
               Liturgy 
5:00pm Basketball Prac

10 Martyrs of Crete 
Founding of Agia Sophia 

7:30am Great Royal
         Hours of Nativity
8:30am Vesperal Divine
         Liturgy
6:00pm Orthros &
         Divine Liturgy
6:00pm Great Vespers

Eugenia & Companions 
Eve of Nativity

8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)

Holy Nativity 
The Adoration of the 

Magi

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy
5:00pm Basketball Prac

Synaxis of the Theotokos 
Euthemios the Confessor 

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy

St. Stephen 
Theodore, Patriarch of 

Constantinople 

Jr. GOYA Harlem Glo-
betrotters
5:00pm Basketball Prac 
5:00pm GSL
7:00pm Metropolis              
              Camp Meeting
9:00pm Adult Basketball

20,000 Martyrs of
Nicomedia 

Martyr Glycerus

Holy Innocents 
Abbot Marcellus

5:00pm Basketball Prac

Great Martyr Anysia 
Gideon the New

6:00pm Great Vespers

Apodosis of Nativity 
Righteous Melania 


 

Fish is permitted
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On Thursday, Oct. 27th the City of Chicago bestowed an 
honor on His Eminence, Metropolitan Iakovos, by changing 
the name of Burton Place (the street in front of the Metropol-
itan Home) from the corner of  Astor and Burton east to Lake 
Shore Drive as Honorary Metropolitan Iakovos Way. There 
is a youtube video of the ceremony below, scroll down to 
the very last section of this email, under Orthodox Christina 
Network entitled “City of Chicago Honors Greek Orthodox 
Metropolitan.”  
It was indeed an honor to be part of this ceremony as HIs 
Eminence is so worthy of this honor.  Axios!


