
Holy Altar Sponsorship Program 

CONSECRATION OF THE 
GUARDIAN ANGEL CHAPEL 



 

The crown of our holy work of  
Church building is the  

Divine Service of Consecration.  
 

The Divine Service of Consecration  
of the Guardian Angel Chapel, 

by the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
will become  

a sacred house, a holy place.  
An Angel of the Lord will  

guard the Holy Altar. 
 

When we consecrate a church,  
 we Baptize, Chrismate and Sanctify it 

and Dedicate it to God for eternal use as 
an Orthodox Christian House of Worship.  

 
The booklet at hand includes the  

necessary items required for the  

Consecration of the  

Guardian Angel Chapel  

and offers one of the opportunities for us 

to participate in this blessed event in the 

history of our parish. 



Icons for the Iconostasis 
Six small hand-painted icons to be  
placed on the iconostasis in the Chapel. 

Number needed:  6  Cost: $2,500 each 



Katasarkion 

Under linen for the Holy Altar 
 

The white linen cloth represents the 
Lord’s burial shroud. Katasarkion 
means “over the flesh”.  
It is placed on the Holy 
Altar and tied with a  
cord which represents  
the cord with which our 
Lord’s hands were tied as 
he stood before the High Priests. The  
Katasarkion will never be removed and 
will remain on the Altar for as long as 
the Church remains standing.  

Number needed:  1  Cost: $1,000 

Hierarchical  
Consecration Robe 
 

White outer garment to cover 
and protect the  vestments of 
the Metropolitan  during the  
consecration service 

Number needed:  1  Cost: $600 



Icons of the Evangelists 
Cloth Icons of the four Evangelists will 
be fastened to the Holy 
Altar (one in each  
corner). The Altar  
represents the entire 
Church, which from the 
four corners of the world 
is held together by the 
Lord, and is built on Him 
through the preaching of the Gospel.  

Number needed: 1 each Cost: $250 each 

Altar Cloths or Ependytes 
 

These brighter, more  
elaborate and richly  
textured Altar cloths  
symbolize the Glory of God, since the 
Holy Altar Table represents  
the Throne of God. They are placed  
directly on top of the Katasarkion. 

Number needed:  1  Cost: $6,000 



Prothesis Cloths  
 

The Prothesis is the place in 
the sanctuary in which the  
Liturgy of Preparation takes 
place.  There are two small  
areas to the right and left of the Holy  
Altar which are covered with more  
elaborate cloths. 

Number needed:  2  Cost: $1,500 each 

Gold and Silver Holy Gospel Cover 
 

The Holy Gospel is the compo-
site of sacred books of the four  
Evangelists: Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, inspired by God. 
On the Holy Altar, the Gospel 
represents the teaching of Christ. 
It is placed directly on top of the  
Antimension. 

Number needed:  1  Cost: $2,200 



Holy Gospel Cloth Cover 
 

Embroidered brocade or  
velvet cloth which covers 
the Holy Gospels when 
placed on the Holy Altar. 

Number needed:  1  Cost: $250 

Tabernacle (Artophorion) 
 

An elaborate gold and silver 
box with a cross-bearing 
dome in which the  
Presanctified Body of Christ  
is placed and reserved for  
Communion to people who 
cannot participate in the  
liturgy due to illness or other reasons.  
 

The Artophorion is symbolic of the 
presence of our Lord on the Holy Altar 
Table. 

Number needed:  1  Cost: $1,250 



Vigil Lamp (Kandili) 
 

The oil vigil lamp holds the 
eternal light that is kept  
burning at all times in front of 
the Artophorion on the Holy 
Altar. It is symbolic of the 
Church of Christ as it shines 
forth with the light of grace to 
enlighten all people and represents the 
constant presence of Christ. 

Number needed:  1  Cost $1,200 

Silver Candle Holders 
 

Candles represent the Light  
of Christ that shines forth  
during the Sacred Services. 

Number needed:  2 Cost: $1,200 



HOLY COMMUNION SET  
(5 pieces) 

#1 Chalice (Communion Cup) 
 

The sacred vessel in the shape 
of a cup is consecrated to con-
tain the wine and water 
which becomes the Blood of 
Christ during the Divine  
Liturgy.   
It also represents the vessel 
from which Christ asked His 
Disciples to drink during the 
Last Supper. 

#2 Paten (Diskos) 
 

The Paten is a round, flat 
plate upon which the Lamb 
of God or “Amnos” (Holy 
Bread) is consecrated. The 
paten represents the cave of 
Bethlehem where Christ was born. The 
Holy Bread and portions dedicated to 
the Mother of God, the Nine Orders of 
Angels, the Saints, and the living and 
dead in whose behalf the Liturgy is 
performed, are then laid upon it. 



#3 Asterick (Star) 
 

The Asterisk is a metal  
canopy placed atop the paten 
to prevent the cover from 
touching the Holy Bread and 
the cut portions. The Asterisk 
represents the star which stood  
over the cave of Bethlehem. 

#4 & 5 Lance & Spoon 
 

The lance symbolizes the  
double-edged spear used by 
the Roman soldier to pierce the 
side of Christ on the cross. It is 
used to cut the Holy Bread and 
place portions on the Diskos. 
 

The long-handled Communion 
spoon is used to administer the 
Holy Gifts (Body and Blood of Christ) 
to the communicants. 

Number needed: 1 set    Cost: $5,500 



Communion Cup Covers/Veils 
 

The veils are coverings 
placed over the Paten 
and Communion Cup 
after the preparation of 
the Holy Gifts. There 
are three veils, two 
small and one large. The smaller veils 
are used to cover the Paten and Com-
munion Cup separately. They symbol-
ize the swaddling clothes of Christ as 
well as the shrouds, the “othonia” 
which were used for his  
Burial. 
 

The larger veil is called the Aer and is 
placed over the other two veils and  
covers both the Paten and the  
Communion Cup. This larger veil is 
placed on the shoulders of the priest 
during the Great Entrance and is  
subsequently shaken over the Holy 
Gifts during the recitation of the  
Orthodox Creed. It is called the Aer  
because, through shaking, it cleanses 
the air above the Holy Gifts. 

Number needed:  1 set Cost: $1,500 



Zeon Pitcher and Tray 
 

The container of heated water 
that together with the  
Consecrated Wine symbolizes 
the Blood and Water that 
flowed from the side of Christ 
when pierced by the centurion before 
the Body was brought down from the 
cross. 

Number needed:  1  Cost: $800 

Blessing Cross 
 

The cross has acquired an  
exceedingly special place in 
the Christian faith.  
The Blessing Cross is used by 
the celebrant to bless the  
faithful at various times during  
the Sacred Services. 

Number needed: 2 Crosses  
Cost: $4,000 



Processional Lanterns 
 

These hand-held lanterns,  
together with the cross and 
fans usually lead the  
procession by the celebrant 
during the small and Great 
Entrances of the Liturgy and in other 
services and litanies such as memorial 
services. 

Processional Cross and Fans 
(Exapteriga) 
 

The Processional Cross 
and Fans are carried on 
long staffs during  
processions. The fans 
represent the Six-Winged Seraphim,  
the highest order of Angels that  
surround the throne of God in heaven. 

Number needed:  1 set Cost: $1,100 

Number needed:  2 Large Cost: $1,000 each 
        2 Small        $700 each 



Censer and Stand 
 

The censer contains burning 
incense used by the celebrant 
to cense the icons and the 
congregation. The incense 
represents the prayer of mind 
and heart and is directed to 
heaven. 

Number needed:  2  Cost: $1,250 
                     $950 

Holy Altar Rugs 
 

Special rugs are placed  
before, on the sides and 
behind the Holy Altar.  

Number needed: 1 Large Cost: $1,000  
        2 Small $500 each
        1 Runner $300 



Psalteri Carpet 
 

Large rug placed under 
the Chanter’s stand. 

Number needed:  1 Large Cost: $500 

Consecration Service Items 
 

Fragrances, aloe, myrrh, incense,  
towels, bowls, sponges, etc. 
  

Cost: $1,000 

Altar Door Curtains 
 

Side-draw drapes for the 
north and south doors to the 
Holy Altar. 

Number needed:  2   Cost: $1,000/each 



Clergy Vestments 
 

 
One set of bishop’s  
vestments. 
 
 
 
 
Two sets of priest’s  
vestments; one for the  
proistamenos and one for 
the assistant priest.  
 
 
One set of deacon’s  
vestments. 

Number needed:   
1 set Bishop’s vestments    Cost: $3,500 
2 sets Priest’s vestments        $3,000 
1 set Deacon’s vestments       $1,200 



Bishop’s Throne 
 

St Ignatius the Godbearer  
describes the place of the 
bishop in the fellowship of 
the Church:  
 

“Let everyone respect the 
deacons as Jesus Christ, just as they 
should respect the bishop who is a 
model of the Father, and the  
presbyters as God’s council and as the 
band of the apostles. Without these no 
group can be called a “church”. (Epistle 

to the Trallians) 

Thus, the bishop sits on a throne as a 
sign of the unity of the Church under 
Christ. Each local church, even if it is 
not a cathedral, has a throne for the 
bishop as a further indication of its 
communion with the universal church. 

Number needed:  1  Cost: $3,200 
          1 Base   $600  



Consecration Gifts 
 

Commemorative gift to all  
Consecration attendees usually a small 
piece of the Metropolitan’s vestment 
covering used during the consecration. 

Number needed: 800-1000  
 Cost: ±$5,000 

Small gifts for special guests 
Number needed: 10-15  Cost: $15 each 

Gift for the Metropolitan Cost: $500 

Flowers and decorations for Chapel 
and Procession route around the 
Church Cost: $1,500 

Custom Chanter’s Stand 
 

Custom-made, multi-sided 
stand for a large chant group 

Number needed:  1  Cost: $6,750 



On October 26th and 27th, the Guardian  
Angel Chapel will be consecrated. 

Our Church family will be blessed to have 
two consecrated, holy and sacred spaces in 
which to celebrate the Divine Liturgy, the 
Holy Sacraments and special services for 
all time. What an incredible gift we are  
giving to our children and grandchildren! 

Preparation for this once-in-a-lifetime 
event is already under way, but your help 
is needed. There are committees from  
facilities to youth participation to  
decoration and more that all need  
assistance. 

This booklet presents the many special 
items needed for the Guardian Angel 
Chapel. It is an extraordinary blessing for 
our Church family to be able to sponsor 
these items as intrinsic to the life of the 
chapel. 

A separate sponsorship form is included 
with the booklet. 

Further information is available in the 
Church office or contact Cathy Poulos at 
cbpoulos7@gmail.com.  



 
 We thank Thee, O Lord our God, 

for that Thou hast graciously 
vouchsafed to continue also even 

unto us sinners and Thine  
unworthy servants, because of 
Thy great love toward mankind, 

that grace which Thou hast 
poured out upon Thy holy  

Apostles and upon our holy  
Fathers. Wherefore we pray Thee, 
O All merciful Lord: Fill with  

glory, and holiness, and Grace this 
Altar, that the bloodless sacrifices 

which shall thereon be offered  
unto Thee may be transformed  

into the most pure Body and  
precious Blood of Thine Only  
begotten Son, Who is our Lord, 

and God, and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, unto the salvation of all 

Thy people, and of our  
unworthiness.  

A prayer of thanksgiving offered by the  
Bishop when he blesses the Holy Altar. 

Goarch.org→Chapel→ Liturgical Texts→ Consecration 


